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News Release# 09-0924-PedestrianSafety                                                
When the weather is warm people love to walk to work, to school and for exercise. Escambia County would like to inform and remind you of a few safety tips before putting your sneakers on.
 Here’s a look at the latest information release from the National Highways Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). In 2007, 4,654 pedestrians were killed in traffic crashes in the United States. Most pedestrian fatalities in 2007 occurred in urban areas 73%, at non-intersection locations 77%, in normal weather conditions 90%, and at night 67%. Thirty-six percent of young pedestrian fatalities occurred in crashes between 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. And nearly one-half 48% of all pedestrian fatalities occurred on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday.
· Use designated crosswalks. Stop and look left, right, and left again before crossing.
· Increase visibility at night by carrying a flashlight and by wearing retro-reflective clothing that helps to highlight body movement.
· It is much safer to walk on a sidewalk, but if you must walk in the street, walk facing traffic.
· Make eye contact with drivers when crossing busy streets.
· Children should not cross streets by themselves or be allowed to play or walk near
traffic. Kids are small, unpredictable, and cannot judge vehicle distances and speeds.
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